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fame of the Panagia. But payment for board and
lodging is unknown, however numerous the guests, and
however long their stay. Indeed, so scrupulous are
the monks regarding the gratuitousness of their wel-
come, that'when, after having deposited our offerings
in the church, we wished before leaving the convent,
some hours later, to make an additional and more
general donation, it was at first absolutely refused, and
was at last only accepted under the assurance that it
had been originally meant for the sanctuary, -where its
presentation at the foot of some shrine or other had
been, said we, unintentionally omitted.

Yet hospitality is after all a virtue that has no
necessary connection either with present civilisation
or with future progress; one that to fail in is a re-
proach, but to possess no very high praise. Besides,
it is, with comparatively rare exceptions, a quality too
common in the East for special commendation; Koordes,
Turkomans, Arabs, Armenians and the rest are all
hospitable after their kind, some profusely so. What
particular merit then shall we assign to the monks of
Sumelas to justify the existence of a not inconsiderable
number of men, and of widely extended demesnes,
withdrawn from the natural current of life, and the
6 ringing grooves' of the onward world \ Learning
these monks certainly neither store up in themselves,
nor encourage in others ; of moral science and teaching
they are wholly ignorant; in agricultural industry they
do not exceed the average or tend to improve the
practice ; from a religious point of view they represent
and aid to maintain one of the grossest compounds of
fable, bigotry, and superstition that has ever disgraced
the inventors. Individually benevolent, hospitable, in-
dustrious even, they belong to a system essentially
narrow, retrograde, odious. If this be the ' Cross' of